Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 049460 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO PM-05 ACDA-12 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 L-03 10-13 TRSE-00 
OMB-01 /087R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/IAI/MGANDERSON:LHW 
APPROVED BY PM:RERICSON 
NEA:NAVELIOTES 
NEA/IAI:WBSMITH,n 
EA/ROC:DGBROWN,JR. 

033543 250422Z /14-L 

P 250131Z FEB 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

INFO CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

SECRET STATE 049460 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PCAT, MASS, TW, IS 

SUB J : ISRAELI REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO SELL KFIR TO 
TAIWAN 
REF: TAIPEI 1006 

1 . ISRAELI EMBASSY MINISTER BAR-ON AND DEFENSE SUPPLY 
MISSION DIRECTOR CIECH AN OVER CALLED ON PM DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
ERICSON ON FEBRUARY 22 TO REQUEST U.S. PERMISSION FOR THE 
SALE OF 60 KFIR FIGHTERS TO TAIWAN. 

2. CIECHANOVER SAID THAT THE ROC IS READY TO SIGN A 
CONTRACT IMMEDIATELY AND THAT DELIVERY WOULD START 12 
TO 14 MONTHS AFTER THE SIGNING OF A CONTRACT. DELIVERY 
WOULD TAKE PLACE OVER A PERIOD OF APPROXIMATELY THREE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 049460 

YEARS. CIECHANOVER RECOGNIZED THE SENSITIVITY OF THIS 
REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO TRANSFER AMERICAN COMPONENTS 
BUT ASKED THAT WE GIVE A RESPONSE TO HIS APPROACH AS 
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

3. CIECHANOVER SAID THAT THE KFIR IN QUESTION WOULD BE 
THE STANDARD MODEL WITH NO MODIFICATIONS. HE SAID LAST 
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MONTH A TEAM FROM THE TAIWANESE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 
VISITED ISRAEL TO INSPECT THE PLANE. HE SAID THAT TAIWAN 
HAD TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT PROBLEMS SUCH A CONTRACT MIGHT 
RAISE WITH ITS ARAB OIL SUPPLIERS. CIECH AN OVER SAID 
THAT SO FAR ISRAEL HAS DEALT STRICTLY WITH THE CHINESE 
DEFENSE MINISTRY PEOPLE. HE AGREED TO SUPPLY ERICSON 
WITH NAMES OF THE CHINESE WITH WHOM THEY HAD DEALT, 
REPORTING LATER THAT THEY WERE MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND 
CHIEF OF STAFF ADMIRAL SONG. 

4. FOR TAIPEI: IN VIEW OF EMBASSY COMMENTS IN REFTEL, 

WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY TAIPEI'S ASSESSMENT OF NEAR TERM 
POSSIBILITY OF A DECISION BEING MADE BY ROC TO GO AHEAD 
WITH SUCH A DEFENSE SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL. 

5. FOR TEL AVIV: CIECHANOVER SAID THAT WEIZMAN WILL 
RAISE MATTER OF KFIR SALES TO TAIWAN DURING HIS UPCOMING 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ATTEMPTING 
TO ASCERTAIN IF INDEED THIS MATTER WILL BE RAISED BY 
WEIZMAN. VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 25 feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE049460 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LHW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780087-0392 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978021 2/aaaaajuy. tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: dc92b5cf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NEA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 10 TAIPEI 1006 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3472829 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ISRAELI REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO SELL KFIR TO TAIWAN 
TAGS: PCAT, MASS, TW, IS 
To: TEL AVIV TAIPEI 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dc92b5cf-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



